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Characteristics of Developing countries

	economic

low GDP

gap between rich and poor

exports of raw materials and agricultural 

      products

large agricultural sector/employment

subsistence farming


	social / demographic

low literacy rate

low life expectancy

high infant mortality

high birth rate 

high population growth

hunger and malnutrition

poor health care

disease

bad government (corruption, dictatorships)


	geographic

mainly in tropics and sub-tropics

unfavourable climate: too hot or dry

lack of infrastructure

often land-locked


